Visiting International Student Program Plus Master of Science

in Statistics at the University of Wisconsin–Madison

The Department of Statistics, University of Wisconsin-Madison will start a Visiting International Student Program (VISP) with optional Master of Science  (VISP+MS) beginning Fall 2014 (subject to final UW-Madison approval).  This document describes some details of the VISP+MS program. 

General Description

1. Students in this program will be selected from high quality international universities with strong statistics, mathematics, or other quantitative programs (such as economics). Selection will take place in the second semester of their 3rd undergraduate year. Selected students will spend their 4th  undergraduate year at UW-Madison with VISP through the Division of Continuing Studies (http://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/visp/). The academic year begin in early September.   

2. At the end of their 4th undergraduate year study at UW-Madison (typically in the middle of May), these students will return to their home universities to obtain their Bachelor of Science  (BS) degrees from those universities.  

3. The international universities should arrange to count the credits the students earned at the UW-Madison toward their degrees. If a student thesis is required by the international university, the VISP student is expected to choose a faculty member at his/her home university who will  supervise the thesis work during the student’s year at VISP.

4. During their VISP year, students will be advised on academic matters and their progress monitored by the Department of Statistics, UW-Madison, in conjunction with other general advising provided by the Department of Continuing Studies, UW-Madison. 

5. In the spring semester of their 4th undergraduate year at the UW-Madison, students who meet the admission criteria set forth by the Graduate School and Department of Statistics, UW-Madison may apply for admission to the UW-Madison Graduate School to continue their studies for the Master of Science (MS) degree of Statistics in a new option “Data Science” with the objective to earn the MS degree within in one academic year (two semesters) following their 4th undergraduate year.  
6. Students in the VISP or VISP+MS program are expected to pay their tuition, travel and all living expenses. For more information, please see Tuition and Living Expenses below.

Admission Requirements

1. Admission to the 4th undergraduate year at VISP in statistics at UW-Madison requires students to have completed, by the end of their 3rd undergraduate year: three semesters of calculus, equivalent to (see http://www.math.wisc.edu/UCourses) Math 221-222-234; one semester of linear algebra equivalent to Math 340 or 341; one semester of mathematical analysis, equivalent to theory of single variable calculus (Math 421) or advanced calculus (Math 521); and (ideally) a two-semester sequence of probability and statistics, equivalent to Math/Stat 309-310. Students must obtain TOEFL scores of 85 or higher to enter the program. 

2. Admission to the Data Science option of the MS degree in Statistics at UW-Madison, requires completion of 24 credits in their 4th undergraduate year as VISP students with GPA at least 3.0. Admission is also conditional upon the student receiving a BS degree from his/her home international university before the fall semester begins.

Administrative Structure for VISP

1. One faculty liaison member from each international university has duties including: 

· advertising the VISP+MS to attract students;

· working with their university administrations on mechanics of the program; 

· identifying a list of potential VISP+MS students by March 1 of each year;

· providing feedback to the Joint Liaison Committee.

2. There will be a Joint Liaison Committee consisting of a Chair and two members from the faculty of the Department of Statistics, UW-Madison, and the faculty liaison members in the international universities. The Joint Liaison Committee will be responsible for selecting the VISP students. The final decision for admission of VISP students will be made jointly by the Division of Continuing Studies and Department of Statistics, UW-Madison.

3. The Division of Continuing Studies and Department of Statistics, UW-Madison will also be responsible for assisting student visa application, providing an orientation, and arranging appropriate support contacts to students upon arrival at UW-Madison. The Chair of the Joint Liaison Committee will coordinate advising for the VISP students.

Application Procedure for VISP+MS

1. Students who are interested in the VISP+MS in statistics at UW-Madison should first submit their applications to the faculty liaison in their home university by January 10 of their 3rd  undergraduate year. The following must be included in the application:

a. A personal statement indicating reason to apply plus longer term education/career goals.

b. An electronic scan of official student college transcript(s) plus English translation.

c. An electronic scan of TOEFL score or a schedule of taking TOEFL with electronic scan of exam results available by March 1 (see TOEFL information at http://www.ets.org/toefl or http://toefl.etest.net.cn/.)
2. The Joint Liaison Committee will inform students who are selected for the VISP by mid-March. The selected students must apply for admission through VISP portal at http://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/visp/applyvisp.htm . Students must mention in their  personal statement that they are in the “VISP Stat Cohort”.
3. After students are officially admitted，the VISP Cohort Coordinator will email students further   information about course enrollment and housing resources thereafter. 
Tuition and Living Expenses

1. For the 2013-14 academic year, the UW-Madison tuition is $26,654 (US dollars) for a VISP student and $25,188 for a nonresident graduate student in MS program.  

2. Although the actual cost of living may vary from person to person, the official estimated living expense at UW-Madison for the 2013-14 academic year (9 months) is $15,633 (US dollars). 

3. In order to successfully obtain their visas, selected students will need to provide electronic scans of their passport ID page plus a detailed financial document showing that they have enough financial resources for the combined amounts of tuition and living expenses ($42,287 for the VISP year or $40,827 for the MS year). The financial document can be a scholarship letter, personal bank statement, or bank statement from a relative.

Expected VISP Course Requirements
The required coursework for Statistics VISP is 24 credits, including a 2-semester mathematical statistics sequence (6 cr), a 2-semester statistical methods sequence (6 cr), a course on network skills and data discovery (3 cr), plus 9 elective credits (typically Stat courses numbered above 300, but not including introductory courses). Specific courses will be decided with the UW-Madison advisor.

